Prairie Nutcracker members provide an

Artistic informance

Sempy L MlusssionThp HATrrmon i

Betsla Andrews, director of the Praide Nutcracker, shows schoolchildren hovw to wave like wheat In a fleld dur-
Ing an Informational performance Friday at the Fox Theatre. Nearly 1,000 second- and fifth-graders from nine
area schools got a sneak peek at how a theater parformance runs on stage and behind the scknes.

By KrzLy McCUme
That Hitehinbon News

Nearly 1000 students from nine
Ennsns school districes fled into
Hukchinson's Historde Fox Thestre
Friduy for a crash coire [n Shaater
and p special sneak peck of tonlitt's
“Prajrie Nifteracker™ perfonmance.

The event, called an “Informance,”
was & snmplinge of not ondy the indi-
vichun] dances seon n tondght's show,
byt Alko o ook &5t what goes on
behind the scenes bo maks 0 micoess-
Tl performanee,

The eyvent was made posaibie by
a program called “Buy the Bus™ In
witlch companies, geups of ipdivid-
uals ean rent & bies to plek up chil-
dren from thelr respective schools
and dellyer them to Ehe Fuox for spe-
clal events.

Fridny's [nformationnl  perior-
mikniss Wik designed for ehlldeen In
second and fifth grades “Pralre
Huterseker™ director Betale Andress
spake bo the sudents aboiit the dil-
ferent parts of the stage, the respon-
gindlitles of the stope and Hghting
erews, nnd explained some of the ter-
mlnology used In the theater

In belweesn explanations, the
audience was treated to samplings
ol several donees. Andreas enlisted
the help of several vohinteers from
the audience who beécame extoas in
aome of the scenes, Some imiltated

If you go

What: Prairie Nuterncker 4

When: B pm. Baturdiy and 3
p.m, Sunday

Where! Fox Theatre, 11 East 156

Tickets: Adults, 5130 children
agrs 4 to 11, %8 swmailablé at the Fox
Theaire box office or by calling
(B20) 063-1581

shocks of wheat, while others jolned
In & qulck mme of Leap Frog

Tioat Theatres Executive Director
Mary Homommngs sald It was just one
way of exposing anea children to the
ATLS.

“I believe strongly that children
who ore expoged to theater and the
arts arly in thelr Ovea become bet-
ter cltlzens, and thit It edhancsas
thelr Hves™ Hemmings &ndd.

Andrews and Hemmings said
thiy hope to start A long-temm pro-
gmim to ensure thit by the time stu-
dents gradusate from high schaodd,
thisy would have béen to the Fooeat
lemat four thmes.

“Each time will b i different. ox-
perienoe for them ™ Hemmings said.

Teachers were senl a packet
before Friday's event about the his-
ey of the Fox, of ballet, of the tra-
ditional Mutermcker story, and even

1 o thester protocal and behavior,

illowing them to incorpomle the
experience into lesson plans.

Az an added treal, “Praire
Huterncker®  composer  Rick
Kuethe, from Boston, armived

moments before the Informational
performanee was to end to offer
advies to the stodents,

Kuethe flew [(rom Boston (o
Eanens City, then drove {o Hutch-
fnson o make the Informance. A
mssed b near Saling enused him
to be Mmshionably lage, but his Gurdl-
nesd was gquickly forghven by the
recopilve andlence,

Kuethe told the studentzs they
each possess the abiiity 0 be cre-
ative, and that &l the peophe they
henr on the mdio or who they read
nhaut ot school started out just like
them = In school.

1 wanted to tell the kids abpout
crenthvity — to start with an ldes and
follow through with LY he =sid.
“Chetilng an kdea, an Insplration is
hirw it all starts.~

Linecoln Elementary School
teacher Glinda Thous said she
thought the event wad n good leEson
for het students.

“It lebs them Know whak joes on
behind the scenes and hiny much
discipline it takes™ sl Endd.

Reporier Helly Methiine can be
redacied at kmeguire@ hidchmess,
SO ar il (G200 S0-50I00, ext. J17.




